
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING - WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
 

Present:  
 
Councillor Cross (in the Chair) 
 
Councillors 
 
Baker 
Benson 
Blackburn 
Brookes 
Burdess 
Cain 
Callow 
Mrs Callow JP 
Campbell 
Clapham 

D Coleman 
G Coleman 
Collett 
Cox 
Critchley 
Farrell 
Galley 
Hobson 
Hugo 
Hunter 

Hutton 
Jackson 
Kirkland 
Matthews 
Mitchell 
O'Hara 
Owen 
Roberts 
D Scott 
Mrs Scott 

R Scott 
Smith 
Stansfield 
I Taylor 
Walsh 
L Williams 
T Williams 
Wilshaw 
Wing 

 
In Attendance:  
Neil Jack, Chief Executive 
John Blackledge, Director of Community and Environmental Services 
Diane Booth, Director of Children's Services 
Alan Cavill, Director of Communications and Regeneration 
Antony Lockley, Director of Strategy and Assistant Chief Executive 
Dr Arif Rajpura, Director of Public Health 
Steve Thompson, Director of Resources 
Mark Towers, Director of Governance and Partnerships 
Lorraine Hurst, Head of Democratic Governance 
Yvonne Burnett, Democratic Governance Senior Adviser 
Philip Welsh, Head of Tourism and Communications 
Jenny Bollington, Media Manager 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting, the Mayor welcomed the speakers and other members of 
the public in attendance. 
 
1  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor Benson stated that, in relation to agenda item 5 - Public Representation Stanley 
Park Golf course, she had declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest at the Executive meeting 
on 15 July 2019, had taken no part in the decision and had left the room when the matter 
had been discussed.  The reason was that her employer, Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, had been one of the bidders considered for the concession on Stanley 
Park Golf Course.  She stated that if the debate with regard to the petition or the Executive 
Member reports turned to issues relating to Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust and the bid, then she would declare a similar interest and leave the meeting.   



MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING - WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
 

Councillor Benson went to declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in agenda item 6(c), 
Executive Member Report from the Deputy Leader (Children), as she had direct involvement 
through her employment with service users who would be housed at the new Argosy 
Avenue development. She added that, in line with the Procedural Standing Order 10, she 
would leave the meeting if there was a comment or question raised on the matter. 
 
Councillor Clapham declared a personal interest in agenda item 6(c), Executive Member 
Report from the Deputy Leader (Children) in relation to the section on summer results for 
primary, secondary and A Level, as Vice Chair of the Board of Directors for Blackpool Sixth 
Form College.   
 
2  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 26 JUNE 2019 
 
Resolved:  That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 26 June 2019, be signed by the 
Mayor as a correct record. 
 
3  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were no announcements on this occasion. 
 
4  PUBLIC REPRESENTATION - PUBLIC SPEAKER 
 
Ms Caroline Wolf, representing Unison Members, addressed the Council on the effects of 
changes to Children's Centre provision within Blackpool, following a recent decision of the 
Executive. 
 
Councillor Benson, Cabinet Member for Schools, Education and Aspiration responded to Ms 
Wolf.  
 
5  PUBLIC REPRESENTATION - PETITION SCHEME 
 
It was reported that, in accordance with the Council’s Petition Scheme, the Petitions Officer 
had received a petition relating to Stanley Park Golf Course that qualified for report to and 
debate at Council.   
 
The petition organiser, Mrs Christine Parker, addressed Council members with regards to 
the petition statement and representations from residents. 
 
Following the address by Mrs Parker, Council considered the petition statement. 
 
Motion: Councillor Campbell proposed (and Councillor Cain seconded): 
 
‘That the Council takes no action with regard to the petition statement and endorses the 
decision of the Executive made in relation to Stanley Park Golf Course on 15 July 2019’. 
 
Members went on to debate the motion and a range of views were expressed. 
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Prior to voting, five members of the Council requested that the vote on the motion should 
be recorded.  The voting was as follows: 
 
For the motion:  Councillors Benson, Blackburn, Brookes, Burdess, Cain, Campbell, Collett, 
Critchley, Farrell, Hobson, Hugo, Hunter, Hutton, Jackson, Kirkland, Matthews, Mitchell, 
O’Hara, Smith, Taylor, L Williams – total 21.  
 
Against the motion:  Councillors Baker, Mrs Callow, Callow, Clapham, D Coleman, G 
Coleman, Cox, Galley, Roberts, D Scott, Mrs Scott, R Scott, Stansfield, Walsh, T Williams, 
Wilshaw, Wing - total 17. 

 
Abstentions:  Councillors Cross, Owen – total 2.  

 
Motion carried:  The motion was therefore carried. 
 
Notes 
1:  Prior to the vote being taken, the Council agreed an extension to the time limit of up to 
three minutes for the right of reply. 
2:  The Mayor adjourned the meeting for a short period to allow members of the public to 
leave the room. 
 
6  EXECUTIVE REPORTS, COMBINED FIRE AUTHORITY REPORTS AND CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SCRUTINY LEADERSHIP BOARD 
 
The Leader of the Council, the Deputy Leader of the Council (Tourism and Place) and the 
Deputy Leader (Children’s) presented reports to the Council on work undertaken in their 
own portfolio area and those portfolios under their responsibility.  The reports covered 
corporate, strategic and policy issues, together with work being undertaken in transforming 
services and with partners.  
 
Members also received a report from representatives of the Lancashire Combined Fire 
Authority in relation to the work being undertaken by the authority and the Chairman of the 
Scrutiny Leadership Board also presented her report. 
 
Questions, comments and debate were invited from all councillors on each of the report 
areas. 
 
Notes: 
 
(1) Councillor Cox left the meeting following questions raised on the report of the Deputy 

Leader of the Council (Place and Tourism).  Councillor Stansfield left the meeting 
following the responses given on the report. 
 

(2) In response to a question from Councillor Mrs Callow as to whether the Council 
provided childcare facilities to Council employees, Councillor Cain, Deputy Leader 
(Children) explained that a number of care packages were available for employees and 
offered to provide further details. 
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7  MEMBER ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
 
Members considered the recommendations to extend the period of six consecutive months 
as the period of non-attendance at Council related meetings for Councillor Mrs Henderson 
MBE. 
 
The report highlighted that due to her current illness, Councillor Mrs Henderson MBE had 
been unable to attend any meeting since the Annual Council meeting held on 22 May 2019. 
 
Motion:  Councillor T Williams proposed (and Councillor Blackburn seconded): 
 
‘To approve the extension of the six-month consecutive period for Councillor Mrs 
Henderson MBE with regard to her non-attendance at Council related meetings, to run up to 
and including the Annual Council meeting on 11 May 2020’. 
 
Motion carried:  The motion was submitted to the Council and carried. 
 
8  ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
Members considered the proposal to extend the responsibilities of the Adult Social Care and 
Health Scrutiny Committee to include the appointment of joint health scrutiny committees. 
 
Members noted that discussions were currently taking place on an informal basis with the 
four upper tier local authorities (Blackpool Council, Blackburn with Darwen Council, 
Lancashire County Council, and Cumbria County Council) to establish a joint Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee across the South Cumbria and Lancashire Integrated Care 
System (ICS) region.   
 
The arrangements would allow scrutiny to take place of services provided and 
commissioned at an ICS level that affect the whole of the Lancashire area, more effectively 
and without duplication across the individual authorities. 
 
Motion:  Councillor Blackburn proposed (and Councillor Owen seconded): 
 
‘To approve that the functions of the Adult Social Care and Health Scrutiny Committee are 
extended to include the appointment of joint health scrutiny committees’. 
 
Motion carried:  The motion was submitted to the Council and carried. 
 
9  MOTIONS AT COUNCIL 
 
Illuminations Switch On 
 
Councillor T Williams advised the Chamber that he wished to propose an alteration to his 
motion that had been submitted and published on the agenda.  Council agreed to the 
alteration. 
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Motion:   Councillor T Williams then proposed (and Councillor Blackburn seconded): 
 
‘For the last few years there have been issues regarding the free VIP tickets to the 
Illuminations Switch On and subsequent party in relation to allocation and guest tickets 
etc.  Providing free VIP tickets to this event and other similar occasions to serving 
councillors is considered totally unnecessary.  Elected members are no different from the 
general public and they are paid an allowance for the duties they perform, so it is 
questionable as to why they are provided with free tickets for themselves and a partner 
guest. 

 
The face value of illuminations VIP tickets is £69.50 for an adult and £35 for under 14s, 
therefore if every councillor accepted one of these tickets for themselves and a guest, the 
cost would be circa £5,800. 

  
The Council is therefore asked to request the Deputy Leader (Place and Tourism) and the 
Director of Communication and Regeneration when compiling the guest list, to no longer 
offer free tickets to serving councillors for the Illuminations Switch On, but that as a 
recognition of their service, tickets should be allocated to councillors who make an 
appropriate donation, to be decided by the Deputy Leader (Place and Tourism) to the 
Mayor’s charity or the Illuminations Fund.  The Mayor and a guest in a civic role capacity 
to be the only consideration for complimentary tickets’. 

 
Members went on to debate the motion. 
 
Motion carried:  The motion was submitted to the Council and carried. 
 
  
  
Mayor 
  
(The meeting ended at 9.03 pm) 
  
Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact: 
Lorraine Hurst, Head of Democratic Governance 
Tel: 01253 477127 
E-mail: lorraine.hurst@blackpool.gov.uk 


